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HONORABLE DELEGATES,  

We are extremely excited to welcome you all to the 2019 Mid South Model United Nations 

conference and the United Nations Security Council! My name is Aemal Nafis and I will be 

dignifying (hopefully) the noble position of the Chair for this committee. I am a senior at Rhodes 

College, and a International Studies and Political Science bridge major from Madison, Mississippi. 

My hobbies include cuddling with my cat, Nala, binging on the Daily Show, and eating food that is 

not mine so I can have more. Last year, I chaired the United Nations Security Council with a 

stimulating and dedicated group of peers who contributed to an exhilarating experience. Because 

this is the Security Council, your co-chair and I expect an ambitious group of diplomats and will 

work to create another explosive but productive experience in which we will tackle, navigate, and 

solve some of the most challenging issues that exist in our world today. Your decisions and 

diplomatic efforts will contribute to the outcomes this committee produces through the course of 

the conference. So, come prepared and plan accordingly, because your actions will have 

consequences that will penetrate the global community.  

Let me know if you need anything before the conference.  

Best,  

AEMAL NAFIS 

nafaf-19@rhodes.edu 
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ABSTRACT 

 The Niger Delta Oil Crisis is a multi-dimensional conflict that has materialized into a dire 

humanitarian crisis. Thousands of civilians have been injured and killed by violence incited by youth 

gangs, militant groups, and political officials. Oil exploration projects by the national government 

and international companies over the past 60 years that has resulted in economic instability and 

environmental devastation creates a hostile climate and stimulates a siege mentality within the 

residents of the region. As one of the most potent organs of the United Nations, the Security 

Council has the responsibility of promoting peace and security in regions of conflict. The crisis in 

the Niger Delta demands full attention and an immediate response from the Security Council. It 

also requires an environment in which all parties involved can come together and cooperate to 

bring about economic diversity, policies that protect the environment, and the establishment of 

developmental projects and social services in the impoverished region 

Although the Niger Delta Oil Crisis is one that spans decades, it has recently evolved into a 

topic of international dispute due to its multi-faceted nature. Repercussions of this crisis include 

environmental disaster, an increase in gang membership, militant insurgency, financial exploitation, 

extreme poverty, health issues, and human rights abuses. The Niger Delta was once a thriving 

ecological landscape with numerous islands, marshlands, and rainforests. After serving as a major 

source of oil extraction for 60 years for the government and international oil companies, the Delta 

has become one of the most environmentally and economically impaired regions on the African 

continent.  

 Nigeria serves as Africa’s second biggest economy. A major portion of Nigeria’s GDP and 

more than 90% of the profit of its exports come from the country’s oil production. With a 

production rate of about 2.5 million barrels of oil per day, Nigeria stands as Africa’s largest 

producer of oil. The Niger Delta produces 50% of the country’s crude oil exports and about 95% of 

its natural gas exports. Despite its status as the engine of Nigeria’s economy, the Delta serves as a 
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vivid representation of a severely impoverished and underdeveloped region. For example, less than 

30% of people in this region are able to access clean water, and the Delta has become a hotbed 

for AIDS and HIV. Lack of health care facilities, schools, an unemployment rate of 26%, and 

crumbling infrastructure are just some of the many problems the Delta’s people have to endure on 

a daily basis. This creates a generally dismal lifestyle that fuels a siege mentality for the region’s 

nearly 30 million residents.  

 Although many developmental agencies, private organizations, and oil companies have 

worked to alleviate the social and economic obstacles in the region, their efforts have proven 

futile. Competition over oil resources between international oil companies and political parties 

continue to plague the Delta region. Thus, many people, especially the youth, view violence and 

conflict as the only method to reclaim their authority over the oil. Examples of tactics gangs and 

militant groups have used to sabotage oil production include blowing up pipelines, pillaging 

villages, kidnapping oil workers, and taking foreign captives hostage. These tactics disrupt the 

economy by spiking oil prices and impeding agricultural productivity due to low soil quality from the 

destruction of oil groundwork. Additionally, they produce obstacles to international diplomacy and 

investments from foreign companies. Unfortunately, the ones who suffer the most in the crossfire 

between political organizations and militant groups are the locals of the Delta region. Innocent 

lives are regularly injured and lost. Devastation of entire communities has resulted in internally 

displaced populations in the Delta and Nigeria. Because of these security concerns, about 7 million 

children are prevented from completing their education. As a result, this further obstructs the 

country’s social and economic development.  

 The Niger Delta Crisis is fueled by multiple factors, but the one that dominates all other 

factors is inadequate governance at the local and national levels. Countless discriminatory policies 

prevent common people from participating in the process of creating laws and rules, and 

corruption runs rampant at all levels of the government. The Delta’s population continues to feel 

ignored and neglected by the government because although the region’s supply of oil produces 
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substantial profits, the region’s people see very little of it. Additionally, there is a widespread 

concern that many political officials and entities underhandedly support youth gangs in the Delta, 

especially in places where local residents disagree with their political agendas. This has become 

evident from the repeated exposure of members of the Nigerian military and police force supplying 

armaments and ammunition to gangs across the region.  

 Of all the problems that result from the Niger Delta Crisis, environmental disaster is the 

most critical. Accidents from companies’ oil exploration projects and sabotage of the resource by 

gangs have resulted in oil spills, gas flares, and oil pollution that have wreaked havoc on the 

agriculture and resources integral to the survival of the Delta’s population, such as water and air. 

Additionally, the national government has failed to implement policies to protect the people from 

environmental hazards. This is due not only to the corruption in the government, but also because 

the Delta region is heavily reliant on the oil and natural gas industry and has yet to diversify its 

economy. Thus, policies that would impede financial gains are highly unpopular. People in the 

region who do not work in oil extraction are employed by small businesses that pay low wages. 

Because quality of life in the Delta is nominal, people are inclined to join gangs and participate in 

prostitution in order to boost their livelihood. The increase in violence and unhealthy practices has 

increased the population’s exposure to HIV/AIDS, and women and girls are the predominant 

victims of the disease.  

 One of the primary roles of the Security Council is to promote peace and security for 

civilian in times of crisis and enforce humanitarian law in places suffering from its absence. It is up 

to the Security Council to negotiate and cooperate with all parties that are involved in the Niger 

Delta Crisis including gangs, militant groups, local residents, political entities, in order to 

immediately address the needs of the civilians caught in the crossfire of the violence and chaos.  
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