
SPECPOL 
Honorable Delegates,  

Allow me to introduce myself - My name is Ben Tracy; I am currently a junior here at Rhodes 

College with a major in International Studies and a minor in Chinese Studies. Last semester, I 

studied abroad at Sichuan University in China and I am excited to be back with everyone! I am 

very passionate about global issues especially international security and border disputes. I am 

very involved with groups like Society of World Affairs and the Cultural studies club. I definitely 

hope to work in international policy after graduating. I have done Model UN for seven years now 

and this is the second MSMUN I have worked at. I can’t wait to get to know everyone! 

SPECPOL is one of the main committees within the United Nations. It is an abbreviation for 

Special Political and Decolonization. The main purpose of this committee is to discuss issues 

involving territorial disputes, human rights and also peacekeeping. Territorial disputes have been a 

concern for centuries and some regions around the world can become a hotbed for conflict. In 

addition, Terrorism threatens all nations, especially developing nations in the Middle East and 

Africa. SPECPOL’s three topics of this MSMUN conference will be the South China Sea Dispute, 

the complications of Brexit and lastly, the looming threat of Boko Haram. All of these issues are 

major concerns that we as an international community tend to overlook. The purpose of SPECPOL 

is to be a committee that understands our differences and come together to solve these world 

issues. In today’s world, SPECPOL is an important committee in Model UN. 

I believe that the main purpose of this conference is to learn how to think from other 

nations’ points of view and understanding world issues in depth. In today’s globalized world, 

putting yourself in another country’s shoe is essential. Having countries with different opinions on 

these issues will spice up debate and, hopefully, create more dialogue. It is always fascinating to 

see different blocs form between countries in our committee and how they approach the issue 

differently. I must remind you delegates to work diligently and get in depth into the issues.  Our 

time is limited at this conference, so we must get as much done as possible. However, I think an 

important part of this conference is having fun and meeting new people. The Mid-South Model 

UN is an experience you cannot forget, so take advantage! Delegates can learn about global 

politics and open up to new experiences. If you have any questions, please contact me. My email 

is trabg-19@rhodes.edu 

Sincerely,  

Benjamin G. Tracy 
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The South China Sea 
 The South China Seas dispute dates back to post World War II. In 1947, the People’s 

Republic of China issued their claim of the South China Sea after Japan surrendered and lost 

control of it. The border China used to identify which parts of the sea they claim was initially 

referred to as the 11 dash line, because there were 11 dashes drawn that encompassed 90% of the 

South China Sea. More recently, however, the PRC has deleted two of the lines and it is now 

referred to as the 9 dash line. The PRC justifies this by stating that they have historical claim to 

the waters. This claim was also echoed by 

Taiwan, who also say they have historical 

claim to the region. These claims resulted in 

disputes in three main areas in the South 

China Sea: the Paracel Islands (claimed by 

Vietnam), Scarborough Shoal (claimed by 

the Philippines), and the Spratly Islands 

(claimed by everyone in the region). 

Between the late 1940s and 1984, there 

were many claims put forth by the PRC, 

Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, and the 

Philippines regarding where their territory 

ended and it led to constant small 

skirmishes between these nations.

On December 10, 1982, the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

was signed. This new convention dictated that a country has a right to an exclusive economic 

zone, meaning it has the sole right to exploit this area's resources, 200 miles off of their coast. All 

of the countries involved in the dispute ratified this convention and for the first time, set legal 

grounds for their territorial waters. However, even after ratifying this convention the PRC 

continued to take the position that they had a historical claim to these waters. Conflict continued 

to occur between all of the nations involved. Between 2000 and 2014, the situation slowly 

escalated. On 2 May 2014, a Chinese Naval boat rammed a Vietnamese fishing boat, which sank, 

in waters that both countries claimed. This sparked a major escalation in the region and in 

MSMUN XXXVII | RHODES COLLEGE | 2000 N. PKWY MEMPHIS, TN 38112



response, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members became seriously 

concerned with PRC’s behaviour in the region. 

The United States’ State Department issued a 2014 report that deemed the 9 dash line to 

be inconsistent with the Convention of the Law of the Sea. Around this same time, the PRC began 

to build islands in the Spratly Islands area. According to International Law, artificial islands do not 

give the host country territorial waters or an EEZ around the area. Following this the Phillipines 

decided to take the PRC to international court over the disputed islands. After the Permanent 

Court of Arbitration decided it had the right to hear the case Philippines v. PRC, Indonesia 

followed suit by announcing they would also take the PRC to court over their disputed territorial 

waters. On top of these new developments, the United States launched a “Freedom of Navigation 

Operation” which involved a US warship sailing within 12 miles of the islands the PRC was building 

in the Spratly Islands. When the US repeated this action a year later, the PRC responded by 

sending warships and warplanes to intercept the US ship.

In 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration concluded that the PRC’s claims to the South 

China Seas were illegitimate and did not conform to international law. The PRC swiftly rejected 

this finding and continued to operate in the region anyway. The PRC has now built 6 military 

bases in the Spratly Islands from the islands they created. In order to gain more control in this 

region, the PRC has employed the “cabbage” strategy. The “cabbage” strategy involves putting 

as many ships as possible around an island, or wrapping it like a cabbage, in order to restrict who 

can get to the island. The PRC used this strategy against Ayungin Shoal and effectively cut the 

island off from food and supplies. But this was not the only island, the PRC has used it against 

many other islands in an attempt to expand the amount of territory they can control. In response, 

the Philippines, Vietnam, and Malaysia have begun arresting trespassers in their EEZ waters. 

This conflict is continuing to escalate by the day, which is why it is so essential the UN 

address it before it gets out of hand. Some of the questions you, as a delegate of your respective 

country, should consider are what are the historical and current positions of your government on 

the issue? If they do not have one, who are they more likely to ally with or more likely to desire 

economic favorability from? Additionally, you should consider how the UN Convention of the Seas 

affects each country. This South China seas contains a sizeable amount of natural gas, ten 

percent of the world’s fisheries, and thirty percent of the world’s trade flows through the region. 

Would it be of benefit for all countries if these shipping lanes are in international waters? Any 

resolutions passed must address China’s expansion into this area, and how the international 

community plans to address it. 
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The Question of Israel 
The modern Israeli-Palestinian Conflict has been occurring since the beginning of the 

1900’s. Jewish migrants began immigrating to the middle east in the early 1900s. Before and 

during World War 2, many European Jews migrated to Palestine due to the rise of anti-semitism in 

Europe. At that time, Britain controlled Palestine and decided to give the newly formed United 

Nations the power to decide how the land would be divided up. It was at this point that the UN 

voted for the creation of a Jewish state, Israel, and a Muslim state, Palestine, to be divided up 

into a fairly equal amount of land. However, Palestinians did not feel this was fair and refused to 

accept these new borders. As a result, Palestine did not become 

a state where as Israel did. This led to years of conflict and 

war between the two, and in 1967 this escalated into the six 

day war. 

 Israel gained a massive amount of land during the war, 

which included all of Palestine and parts of other countries. 

However, Israel only allowed Palestine to regain control of the 

West Bank and the Gaza Strip after the war. In addition, Israeli 

citizens began to settle in the West Bank and Gaza strip, 

wishing to reclaim the historically important biblical lands for 

the Jewish people. The illegal settlement of the West Bank and 

the Gaza strip was condemned by the international 

community, however, Israel has taken little action to 

discourage the settlers. In fact, Israel has invested in the West 

Bank by building roads and planned communities for settlers 

that are protected by the Israeli military.  

 In 1993, the Oslo Accords were signed, granting Palestine, or the Palestinian Liberation 

Organization, limited rights to govern parts of the West Bank. This was the last major 

breakthrough in peace talks between the PLO and Israel, as most significant peace meetings 

have failed to produce anything of substance. In 2002, the Israeli military invaded and occupied 

much of the West Bank. This resulted in countless skirmishes between the Israelis and Palestinians 

and resulted in Hamas conducting more attacks against the Israelis. After Israel invaded the Gaza 

strip, rocket attacks on Israel from Hamas became regular. Eventually, the Prime Minister of Israel 

reversed his position on the two state solution, saying he did not believe it was possible anymore.  
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 In 2016, the UN Security Council passed Resolution 2334, condemning the Israeli 

settlements in the West Bank and Gaza while calling for Israel to halt their expansion. Israel’s 

biggest ally, the United States, abstained from this vote and it resulted in flared tensions between 

the Israeli government and the Obama administration. Only a few months later, Trump came into 

office and changed the US position on a lot of the issues. For example, the Trump administration 

is the first US administration to be open to a one state solution. In addition, Trump’s campaign 

rhetoric has ignited tensions between the Muslim world and the United States, making it harder 

for the US to play a process in the negotiations between the PLO and Israel. In addition, Israel has 

shown no intention of restricting the settling of the West Bank and, is in fact, investing more in this 

region than in other parts of the country. 

 Some of the questions you, as a delegate of your respective country, might want to 

consider are what is your current and historical country’s stance on Israel? This topic plays heavy 

to a country’s historical position on Israel. It is also important to consider how to make a 

pragmatic approach to the problem. Many UN member countries support and have endorsed a 

two state solution, however, with almost 500,000 Israelis settled in the West Bank the two state 

solution may become an impossibility. You must also consider the humanitarian crisis that is 

occurring in Palestinian occupied territory, and develop a plan to address it.
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Boko Haram 
UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF BOKO HARAM 

The group most of the world calls Boko Haram is officially known as Jama’aty Ahlus-Sunnah 

Lidda’Awati Wal Jihad and has been active in Northeastern Nigeria since the year 2002. The 

name “Boko Haram” translates to “Western Education is Sin,” and the long-form organization 

name translates to “People Committed to the Propagation of the Prophet’s Teachings and Jihad.” 

What is interesting about this group, however, is that they seek to not only thwart Christian and 

seemingly “Western” groups in the area, but also overthrow the Islamic government of Northern 

Nigeria – Boko Haram claims those in power are “fake Muslims.” It is important here to note that 

until the emergence of this organization, Religious fundamentalism, reportedly, had not been a 

problem in Nigeria, and the evenly divided Christians and Muslims had little to no conflict. Since 

1999, however, with the possibility of the introduction of Sharia Law and an increased ability for 

local governments to show religious favor, a cleavage was born in the country that has yet to 

dissipate.  

In 2012, a report was issued by the United States Institute of Peace detailing the 

difficulties when approaching the issue of Boko Haram. The report was written by Andrew Walker, 

a freelance journalist who had covered Nigeria for six years, when the report was written, and 

had lived in the region for four. He reports that, early on, the group was deemed the “Nigerian 

Taliban” by much of the International community – demonstrating just how serious the threat was 

seen. The Nigerian Government, however, appeared to turn a blind eye, as the group established 

a mosque of their own and continued to grow, uninterrupted. It was not until December of 2003, 

during a community dispute, that the local police, and eventually the government of Nigeria 

became involved. The group continued to exist, however, forming what many called a “state 

within a state,” with religious order, police, and large farms capable of supporting their 

population. It remains unclear from where Boko Haram received funding, some pointing fingers at 

Saudi Arabia, others pointing fingers at wealthy Nigerians.  

In 2007, the group was involved in the assassination of a prominent religious leader, while 

he was praying. Many international scholars point to this event as the point when it was realized 

that no one could turn the group away from their ideologies. In 2009, a skirmish erupted and over 

seven-hundred group members were arrested, after which many group members fled the area. It 

is unclear to where the journeyed. Since 2011, the group has taken responsibility for frequent, 

sometimes even weekly, bombings of churches or other places of public gathering. In March of 
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2012, Boko Haram claimed responsibility for the burning of twelve schools – forcing upwards of 

ten thousand students out of education.  

If you wish to learn more about the history of Boko Haram, I recommend you read the 

entirety of Walker’s report. 

RECENT BOKO HARAM ACTIONS 

On 14 April 2015, Amnesty 

International reported that “at least” two 

thousand girls had been abducted by Boko 

Haram and forced into various forms of 

slavery – from physical labor to sexual. 

These girls were also forced to fight for 

Boko Haram, and were involved in the 

killing of over five-thousand people and the 

destruction of over six-thousand structures 

from 2014 to 2015. Abducted females are 

often forced into marriages and forced to 

hold Boko Haram’s views as their own. 

Escaped girls often report frequent rapes 

and gang-rapes by fighters; these rapes, 

sanctioned by their husbands.  

These abductions and destructions not only leave behind devastation, but displaced 

persons. It is thought that in the Lake Chad Region alone, there are over 1.4 million refugees and 

displaced persons. The Lake Chad Region includes area from Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, and 

Niger. UNICEF has declared the situation a “children’s crisis,” states the UNICEF West and  Central 

Africa Regional Director: “The Lake Chad crisis is a children’s crisis that should rank  high on the 

global migration and displacement agenda.” It is no surprise that such a statement was made, 

considering UNICEF found “an estimated 475,000 children across the basin region will suffer from 

severe acute malnutrition this year, up from 175,000 at the beginning of the year, and in northeast 

Nigeria alone, an estimated 20,000 children have been separated from their families.” 

 While UNICEF attempts to combat the humanitarian crisis, the United Nations Security 

Council has repeatedly condemned the actions of Boko Haram. On 13 May 2016, the UN Security 

Council issued a statement stating that the group, “immediately and unequivocally cease all 

violence and all abuses of human rights and violations of international humanitarian law.” Upon 

the issuing of this statement, the number of Internally Displaced Persons had grown from 1.4 

MSMUN XXXVII | RHODES COLLEGE | 2000 N. PKWY MEMPHIS, TN 38112



million to 2.2 million. The Security Council stressed the need for a cohesive action plan, and 

urged affected countries in the Lake Chad Basin to take military action against the group.  

 Later that same year, however, the Undersecretary General for Political Affairs, Jeffery 

Feltman, told the security Council that a military approach would not bring an end to the threat 

of Boko Haram. Feltman was right; Boko Haram has not been brought down, and the humanitarian 

crisis continues to this day. In March of 2017, the Security Council visited the Lake Chad Region to 

examine the effects of Boko Haram – they found more than 14 million affected persons, 8.5 of 

which they deemed needed “immediate attention.” About half of the IDPs in the region are 

children.  

 On 4 May 2017, the issuing of reports without substantial policy continued, as Virginia 

Gamba, the UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, 

released her own press report detailing the atrocities committed by Boko Haram. It is very clear 

that there is a problem, and it is very clear that the International Community needs to step up. 

Many international leaders, including Former US President Barak Obama, often offer condolences 

or words of support, with no tangible action. It is time for tangible action. 
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