
UN Security Council 
Honorable Delegates,  

 We are extremely excited to welcome you all to the 2018 Mid South Model United Nations 

conference and the United Nations Security Council! My name is Aemal Nafis and I will be 

dignifying (hopefully) the noble position of the Chair for this committee. I am a second year 

International Studies and Political Science bridge major from Madison, Mississippi with aspirations 

to hopefully resolve what exactly I would like to pursue as a career with this degree. My hobbies 

include cuddling with my cat, Nala, binging on the Daily Show, and eating food that is not mine so 

I can have more.  

 Last year, I co-chaired the Disarmament and International Security Committee with a 

stimulating and dedicated group of peers who contributed to an exhilarating first time 

experience. As the Security Council, your co-chair and I expect an even more ambitious group of 

diplomats and will work to create another explosive but productive experience in which we will 

tackle, navigate, and solve some of the most challenging issues that exist in our world today. Your 

decisions and diplomatic efforts will contribute to the outcomes this committee produces through 

the course of the conference. So, come prepared and plan accordingly, because your actions will 

have consequences that will penetrate the global community. 

Sincerely,  

Aemal Nafis 

nafaf-19@rhodes.edu 
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Yemeni Civil War 

ABSTRACT:  
 The Civil War in Yemen began as a political crisis but has materialized into a dire 

humanitarian crisis that has now arrived on the brink of famine. Thousands of people have been 

killed and injured in the civil war, and the intervention of foreign countries and rise of terrorist 

groups has exacerbated the two-year conflict, creating a hostile environment with no end in 

sight. As one of the most potent organs of the United Nations, the Security Council has the 

responsibility of promoting peace and security in regions of conflict. The humanitarian crisis in 

Yemen demands full attention and an immediate response from the Security Council and 

subsequently, the political crisis requires an environment in which all parties can come together 

and cooperate to bring about a stable political transition and government in Yemen.  

GUIDE:  
 On February 23, 2017 the Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2342 which 

renewed the decision for all Member States to impose sanctions on Yemen including an arms 

embargo, a travel ban, and a freeze on financial assets and economic resources belonging to 

territories controlled by entities creating obstacles to sustain peace and stability in Yemen. This 

resolution is one of many that the Security Council has issued in response to the political and 

humanitarian crisis raging in the country for the past two years.  

The political crisis in Yemen materialized in 2015 and has evolved into an even more 

complex conflict after foreign forces became involved. What began as uprisings against the 

government of Ali Abdullah Saleh has morphed into a civil war after he was forced to yield power 

to the current president, Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi, in 2011. This political transition, however, 

angered supporters of the previous regime, and after struggling to solve issues plaguing the 

country such as terrorism, unemployment, and food availability, unrest once again began to 

develop within the nation. A faction of Zaidi Shiite rebels, referred to as the Houthis, retaliated 

against President Hadi’s weakness and, in September of 2014, entered the capital, Sana’a, and 

set up roadblocks and camps on the streets in defiance of the government. Then in January of 

2015, the Houthi rebels successfully encircled the presidential palace and took control of the 

government by placing President Hadi and other members of his cabinet under house arrest, 

forcing President Hadi to flee first to Aden and then out of the country.  

Startled by a Shiite dominated government in its backyard, Saudi Arabia accredited the 

Houthi’s seizure of power to the aid of Iran. In response to this perceived threat, Saudi Arabia 
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formed a coalition of twelve countries, eight of 

them Sunni Arab states, determined to restore 

President Hadi into power. This coalition decided 

to employ a military campaign and began air 

strikes against the Houthi government. These 

countries received intelligence and weapons to 

conduct this air campaign most effectively from 

the United States, United Kingdom, and France. 

In support of President Hadi, a faction of 

rebels, referred to as the anti-Houthis, formed to 

challenge the power of the Houthis and place President Hadi back into power. This force is 

comprised mainly of Sunni tribesmen and rebels. Their efforts to fight the Houthis are supported 

the Saudi-led coalition. For the past two years, both groups have been viciously fighting each 

other; no decisive victory, however, has yet to materialize. 

 Aside from the political crisis raging in Yemen, the lack of a government, internal turmoil, 

and military campaign has generated a humanitarian disaster. Ever since Saudi Arabia and its 

coalition began the military campaign, more than 7,600 people have been killed and about 

42,000 have been injured. About 70% of the population is in desperate need of aid. Furthermore, 

terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and ISIL have used the 

political vacuum in the country to their advantage, increasing their activities and presence in 

Yemen and recruiting people to execute attacks in surrounding regions. These terrorist entities 

have gained control of certain territories, as well, and asserted their control by blocking 

humanitarian aid to the subjected populations, further exacerbating the humanitarian crisis. Many 

experts have warned that Yemen is now looming on the brink of a disastrous famine.  

One of the primary roles of the Security Council is to promote peace and security to 

civilians in times of crisis and enforce humanitarian law in places suffering from humanitarian 

abuses and human rights violations. From the very beginnings of the political crisis in Yemen, the 

Security Council has adopted resolutions to appease the situation and restore the legitimate and 

internationally recognized government of President Hadi. However, due to the multiple dimensions 

of the conflict and the increasing fortitude of the Houthis, anti-Houthis, and other terrorist 

entities, peace talks and ceasefires have consistently failed between actors. Because of these 
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realities, administering humanitarian aid to affected civilians has become close to impossible, 

which is the primary concern and the most urgent issue at the moment. It is up to the Security 

Council to negotiate and cooperate with all parties that are involved in the Yemen Crisis to 

immediately address the needs of the civilians caught in the crossfire of the war and create an 

environment in which a reliable and sturdy political transition and resulting government can 

materialize.  
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The Political Crisis in Venezuela 
Abstract:  

 The political crisis in Venezuela is on the brink of a brutal civil war. Peaceful protests 

against against Nicolas Maduro’s government have evolved into a series of riots and outbreaks of 

violence between security forces and protestors. Every week, human rights violations are 

increasing, with more and more protestors being arrested, detained, tortured, and killed by 

Maduros’ government forces seeking to defend his predecessor’s Bolivarian Revolution. Lack of 

food staples, basic goods, and medical supplies has resulted in alarming rates of malnourishment 

amongst children and elderly, an increase in the poverty rate, and the collapse of the once state 

of the art healthcare system in Venezuela. This political crisis could proliferate into a humanitarian 

crisis if not addressed. The political crisis in Venezuela demands the undivided and immediate 

attention of the UN Security Council and the international community in order to ensure security 

and stability for Venezuelans and the region that surrounds the country. 

Guide:  

 Venezuela submerged into a political crisis early 2014 after the election of current 

President Nicolas Maduro. Recently, the country has now entered a new frightening and dark 

stage of political unrest. As a result of the protests and demonstrations taking place in Caracas 

on a daily basis, about forty people have been 

killed, over seven-hundred have been wounded, and 

more than one-thousand have been arrested. 

Venezuelans are demanding immediate elections 

out of frustration with Maduro and his cabinet, and 

will not settle for anything less. Meanwhile, Maduro 

and his government are doubling down on 

increasingly authoritarian methods to trample 

dissent and maintain power over the indignant 

population. 

 Venezuela’s current state of turmoil originated with the death of Hugo Chavez, the founder 

of the Bolivarian Revolution, a leftist socialist movement. During Chavez’s presidency, Maduro was 

a well known and established member of Chavez’s cabinet, serving as Foreign Minister and 

eventually being selected as Chavez’s Vice President in 2012. When Chavez passed away in 2013, 
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Maduro assumed the presidency and was later officially inaugurated after he won the elections 

with 50.62% of the vote.  

 Immediately after he came into power, Maduro began to rule by decree, issuing and 

renewing states of emergencies, amending the constitution, and suppressing members of the 

opposition and the autonomy of the legislative body in order to enact policies that fit with his and 

his cabinet’s political agenda. Thus far, Maduro has been successful in achieving these objectives 

due to the control his government exercises over the supreme court, the political authority, and 

the military. In the process, however, the government has lost its grip on the population and 

stability of the economy, which has unleashed a multitude of problems in Venezuela.  

 Violent crime in Venezuela is rising at an alarming rate. 

Venezuela is now one of the most dangerous countries in 

the world, and Caracas, its capital, is officially the most 

violent city in the world. Gangs, militias, and guerilla 

forces are increasing and further fueling the drive for 

crime and violence as well. Crimes include ransack, 

major theft, and murder. In 2016 alone the government 

reported upwards of 18,000 murders in Venezuela. 

However, other agencies estimate a larger amount of 

deaths resulting from homicide – numbers as high as 28,000. This distressing crime and murder 

rate is due to the severe shortage of food, medicine, basic goods, and the skyrocketing inflation 

rate, which recently reached 700% – the highest inflation rate in the world. These problems have 

persisted since 2014, and are only worsening as the state-controlled economy further cripples.  

 In 2016, Venezuela’s once oil-rich economy shrunk by 10%, surpassing the contraction of 

Syria’s economy for that year. Furthermore, the government’s efforts to ration food and goods has 

resulted in a massive increase in severe malnutrition and undernourishment within the population, 

especially among children and the elderly. And, the country is witnessing a rise in diseases such 

as Tuberculosis. Furthermore, due to the shortage of healthcare supplies, the country’s healthcare 

institutions have suffered massive setbacks in patient care. Hospitals in Venezuela that were once 

considered the best healthcare institutions in all of Latin America are now barely functioning and 

are struggling to take care of their patients due to the scarcity of medical equipment and 

doctors. This economic collapse is being challenged with massive amounts of Venezuelans fleeing 

the country.  

 The protests and demonstrations on the streets have recently evolved into riots and 

violence between police and protestors. Maduro has deployed the military onto the streets in 
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order to protect the legitimacy of his government and defend Chavez’s Bolivarian Revolution from 

political opponents and protestors. A number of political opponents have been placed under 

house arrest, jailed, and even exiled by Maduro’s men. Additionally, due to the use of force by the 

government to suppress dissent, human rights violations are on the rise. The number of police 

raids in low income neighborhoods has increased, more and more protestors are being locked up 

as detainees, and government forces are engaging in torture and human rights abuses against 

inmates who are locked up in poorly conditioned prisons.  

 Venezuelans continue to dominate the streets and challenge the government’s forces 

every day, demanding President Maduro either step down or allow a new round of elections. 

Unfortunately, it does not seem likely that Maduro will yield to his opponent’s requests anytime 

soon. This greatly increases the chances of a brutal civil war breaking out between the people 

and the forces of the government, which will not only further destabilize the country, but ha the 

potential to destabilize the entire region. Recently, eleven Latin American countries have called 

on President Maduro to allow elections in order to dissolve the political crisis in the country for 

fear that such conflict would spill over into neighboring nations. It is in the interest of not only the 

United Nations Security Council, but also the international community, to approach the turmoil in 

Venezuela with strategic efforts to find a solution to the political crisis raging in the country.  
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