
ECOFIN 
Dear Delegates, 

I look forward to meeting you all in February and am excited to see what thoughtful 

arguments and innovative solutions you will bring to this committee. As you prepare for the 

conference, I ask you to keep the following goals in mind: 

1. Stick to the interests of your country. Model United Nations is a chance for 

you to act as the agent of a foreign power, presenting their arguments 

thoughtfully and factually as your own. I expect you to remain true to the 

opinions of the country you are representing. 

2. Remember that one of the pitfalls of diplomacy is the necessity of 

compromise. Your country may not always get exactly what they want out of 

a deal, but I expect you to work with allies—and enemies alike—to construct 

solutions that work for the most countries possible. With that said, we may 

not be able to find complete solutions to the issues presented. 

3. Be ready to adapt to changing circumstances. The issues you will be 

discussing are fluid so be prepared for your arguments to evolve both prior 

to and during the conference. 

4. Be present during debate—writing working papers/resolutions—during formal 

debate will not be tolerated. Instead, I expect you to listen to all delegates 

in order to understand their concerns and goals so that you will work 

together to address the issues. 

If you keep each of these ideas in mind both while preparing for the conference 

and throughout debate our committee will be successful at creating change. I consider 

the ultimate goal of Model United Nations to be improving your abilities to have thoughtful 

interactions with other individuals that can lead to change. As the future world leaders 

and diplomats, you have through conferences like this, the opportunity to hone those skills 

now. 

In conclusion, I look forward to meeting you all and seeing you create change at a 

small and personal level. If you have any questions about the topics, need help with 

research, or need anything else please contact me at harij-20@rhodes.edu. 

Sincerely, 

Isabella Harden 
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E-Waste 
Abstract:  

 As technology continues to become better and evolve, and as the world grows more 

reliant on technology, there will be an increase in technological waste globally. E-waste is the 

largest growing type of waste in the world, leading to numerous ecological and social problems 

in the less developed countries who bear the brunt of the burden of disposing of the waste.  

Guide:  

 E-Waste, also known as electrical and electronic equipment—EEE—that has been 

discarded by the owner “as waste without the intent of reuse” (Baldé, et al, 8.) is one of the 

largest growing types of waste around the world. E-waste has grown steadily over recent years 

as technology is increasingly made to be replaceable and disposable. Every year a new iPhone, 

computer, and other tech is released making our older versions of devices obsolete in smaller and 

smaller spans of time. Because of this, the amount of technological waste has been growing 

quickly within the past few decades. “It is estimated that the total amount e-waste generated in 

2014 was 41.8 million metric tonnes. It is forecasted to increase to 50 Mt of e-waste in 

2018.” (Vidal) E-waste is a multi-faceted issue. E-waste presents an ecological and humanitarian 

issue for the countries and peoples it impacts. 

There are six categories of e-waste, which are broken up by the type of equipment, as well 

as its size and function (Baldé, et al, 14-15). Temperature exchange equipment: technology/

equipment with cooling or heating properties, such as freezers and air conditioners; screens: TV’s, 

computers, laptops, tablets, monitor screens; lamps: fluorescent lamps and high intensity 

discharge lamps—LED lamps; large equipment: washing machines, dryers, stoves, printing 

machines, copy machines, etc.; small equipment: vacuum cleaners, toasters, microwaves, video 

cameras, small cooking equipment, any small device that has at least batteries—like toys; and 

small IT and telecommunication equipment: mobile phones, GPS systems, calculators, routers, 

personal equipment: phones, printers, computers. 

The first issue to address is ecological. E-waste can be hard to recycle, creating problems 

with how to get rid of it. Some wealthier countries have attempted to solve the problem by 

shipping obsolete tech waste to third-world countries, with the idea that people in these 

countries can use this technology (this creates problems because it keeps third world countries 

from being able to ‘catch up’ to first world ones).  More often than not, e-waste ends up in 

landfills. And the creation of electronic devices results in ecological issues as well, including 
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increased mining for the compounds necessary to make them and increased levels of air 

pollution, water pollution, and human exploitation (Ahmed). E-waste recycling centers pose 

another problem, because they are handled poorly. 

E-waste begins with the practices manufactures use to create technology. As the 

resources for the compounds get harder to come by, it results in more mining for the compounds 

necessary to make the technology we depend on in our daily lives. As a result, there is increased 

air and water pollution from the mines and factories that process the compounds. Many of the 

new devices we use are made in China, India, and Brazil (Ahmed), and usually the parts used to 

make complete devices are from all over the world and have to be shipped to other producing 

countries. Eventually these devices are shipped to the countries where they will be sold. Shipping 

from cargo ships creates enormous amounts of pollution as “15 of the world's biggest ships may 

now emit as much pollution as all the world's 760m cars” (Vidal). As e-waste is often shipped 

around the world on cargo ships, the creation and disposal of e-waste creates severe 

environmental consequences. 

Consumers also play a role in the rise of e-waste by continuously buying new products in 

more developed countries, fueling manufactures to continue making products that only last a 

couple of years. The most common example of this is the prevalence of the iPhone. Because 

Apple releases a new model every year, people are constantly buying newer models of phones 

and either sticking their old phone in a drawer or throwing them away. There’s even a joke that 

iPhones are scheduled to break when your contract is up. In fact, consumers rarely properly 

recycle e-waste. In fact, in the US in 2012 “only 29 percent of the resulting e-waste generated 

was recycled” (Ahmed). This number drops in less developed countries that have less access to 

recycling plants. In Africa for example, only Nigeria and Cameroon have enforceable policies on 

national e-waste, most other African countries lack proper infrastructure for dealing with waste 

(Baldé, et al, 38).  

 Furthermore, only 16% of e-waste globally was recycled in 2014. (Baldé, et al) This means 

that more developed countries send obsolete tech to lesser developed countries due to lax 

regulations of e-waste in parts of western Africa, Asia, and Central America. The US can ship 

waste to other countries because it has signed, but not ratified, the Basel Convention on 

hazardous waste (Risen)—which made it illegal to ship toxic waste to other countries. Because the 

US is one of the only countries not to ratify the convention, it is able to ship technological waste 

to recycling centers abroad, commonly in China and Ghana—however, this is not entirely 

permissible because under the Basel Convention these countries should not be importing foreign 

waste. The US is the largest producer of e-waste and is thought to export 10 to 40% of its waste.  
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Exporting e-waste adds to the already growing problem of e-waste in Asia, the Caribbean, and 

Africa. In 2014, Asia produced 16 million tons of e-waste, Europe produced 11.6 million tons of 

waste, the Americas produced 11.7 million tons, and Africa produced 1. 9 million tons of waste. 

(Baldé, et al, 25) 

 The rate of e-waste is increasing in LDC’s as they become higher consumers of tech. For 

example, the number of smart phone subscriptions is poised to double in the next decade. As 

access to technology becomes more readily available, less developed countries are likely to 

increase their own production of e-waste (Caulderwood). For this reason it is necessary for less 

developed countries to construct plans and facilities for handling the rise in e-waste. Doing so 

has not only has the ability to counter act the ecological impacts of e-waste, but also has 

economic benefits such as providing job opportunities at recycling plants (Ahmed). Ultimately, 

innovative solutions with strong implementation benefits will be needed to decrease e-waste 

across the board. Possible solutions involve encouraging companies to buy back their products, 

increasing safety standards at existing recycling plants, and encouraging consumers to repair 

instead of replace whenever possible.  
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Women in the Workforce 
Abstract:  

 In the world, women are less likely to work than men due to cultural reasons, economic 

situations, and lack of resources. Not only are women less likely to work, but also less likely when 

they do work to be able to work full time, work jobs that meet their skill sets, less likely to work 

outside of the home, and more likely to make less than their male counterpart – no matter their 

job. While it has become an understood fact in the developed world that bringing women into the 

working sector grows the economy and increases development, the developing world is slow to 

embrace this ideal for numerous reasons including economic, social, and cultural. 

Guide: 

 Globally, 50% of working 

age women are in the workforce 

compared to 77% of men. The 

gender gap in the workforce is 

especially high in the developing 

world. Across different fields and 

professions women in full-time 

positions make between 70 to 

90% of that of their male 

counterparts. The UN estimates 

that many working women in the 

world, particularly in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, Oceania, and Southern 

Asia retain the duties of working in the home in addition to any job they have outside of the 

home. 30 to 55% of women work in the home and outside of the home, which is 20% higher than 

number of men working in the home (United Nations). Furthermore, “women are also more likely 

than men to be employed part-time.” While part-time work allows women the flexibility to 

balance their work and home lives, it is also associated with lower wages, less economic security, 

and less social benefits like job security and job training—which are generally given to full-time 

employees.  

 There are numerous reasons why women don’t work at the same rates as men in various 

parts of the world—including economic, social, and cultural reasons. Increasing girls’ access to 
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education allows women to enter the workforce, but there are often economic, social, and 

cultural reasons why this does not occur. Girls’ value is often linked to their ability to obey their 

parents, mostly their fathers; marry to benefit the family; and become caregivers (Fisher). 

Educating women and allowing them to enter the workforce is thought to lessen their value. 

Combatting these norms is necessary to bring women into the workforce. Another leading reason 

why girls are unable to enter the workforce is poverty. Often, if a family only has the funds to send 

one child to school, they will send their son. Poverty also requires girls to forgo school and instead 

stay home, tending to the home and chores. Furthermore, girls education, specifically initiatives to 

fund access to education for girls, is considered to be a low priority by the countries where the 

problem is most rampant; when governments decide to build schools, they do not usually factor in 

attendance of girls (Right to Education).  

 Another reason girls do not enter the job market is that of child marriage. When young girls 

are forced to marry, they often must drop out of school to take up their duties as a wife. These 

girls are also more likely to become pregnant sooner and are subsequently unable to go back to 

school or enter the labor force. Additionally, marriage is viewed as more important than 

education in the life of women (Right to Education). These societal issues create a system of 

discrimination and lack of access to economic resources. Spouses and fathers often control the 

finances and choices of women in developing countries. Fathers decide when and who their 

daughter will marry and, when married, spouses then decide if a woman will be able to work. 

Women in these situations, therefore, often do not have access to their own income, meaning 

they are barred from becoming financially independent.  

 This phenomenon is often referred to in a general sense as the Gender Gap. The most 

notable case of this phenomenon is centered in Iran, where 50% of university graduates are 

women, but only 17% of women in the country work. There are many social norms in the country 

that view women working unfavorably. These social norms are backed up by Iran’s laws: 

“Domestic laws directly discriminate against women’s equal access to employment” by only 

allowing women to work in certain fields and by denying equal benefits to the women who do 

work. And to enter the workforce, women must get the permission of their husband. Iran ranks 141 

out of 145 in terms of gender equality (Burkova). 

 Beyond helping the economy, women being able to work greatly increases not only their 

economic standing—by allowing them to become financially independent—but also their social 

standing by making them equal to men. In doing so there is also the potential to remove the 

cultural stigma that women are ‘less than.’ Giving women access to education and jobs is likely to 
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improve individual lives and the overall standard of living in many different countries (World 

Economic Forum).  

 However, bringing more women to the workforce is no easy task. Getting women to work in 

developing countries is a multifaceted issue with numerous economic, social, and cultural issues 

attached that must be dealt with in tandem. For this reason, innovative solutions to the problems 

of poverty, access to and funding for education, child marriage, family planning, and other issues 

must also be addressed to bring about the equality and empowerment of women.  
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Foreign Aid to LDC’s 
Abstract:  

 Poverty is a persistent problem in much of the world, and one way to address the causes of 

poverty is through the use of foreign aid. However, foreign aid is a complex issue with numerous 

flaws. UN aid has focused on the effects of poverty—famine, high levels of disease and child 

mortality rates—not on the causes. This focus of aid has created a cycle of dependency.  

Guide:  

 Most aid that the United Nations gives to lower income countries (LDCs) is given to address 

specific humanitarian concerns like famine, disease, and child mortality rates. However, aid rarely 

addresses the root causes of these issues—instability in regions of the world rife with poverty. Aid 

that goes to LDC’s to address issues of poverty tends to come with strings attached. Countries 

are expected to open markets, stave off corruption, and liberalize in one fail swoop. While these 

goals are important, they fail to garner broad support by local governments who refuse to accept 

the demands, resulting in continuously high levels of poverty.  Aid through the UN is focused on 

solving humanitarian problems like safe access to drinking water, access to food and medicine in 

times of famine or disease, and supplies for refugees (United Nations). The problem with this sort 

of aid is that it acts as a band aid to issues caused by poverty, not the solution. Instead, 

humanitarian aid can create a cycle of dependency that keeps countries from escaping the binds 

of poverty.  

 Foreign aid is the resources or money in the form of grants or loans for the purpose of 

helping a country in need. There are three traditional types of foreign aid that are commonly 

given to less developed countries. The most common type of aid the United Nations gives is 

Humanitarian Aid given in times of tragedy—food shortage, disease outbreak, etc. There is also 

Charitable Aid given through private, non-governmental organizations like the Red Cross and 

Doctors Without Borders. The third form of aid, known as Systemic Aid, is made up of government 

to government grants and loans that target problems within a government to help a country 

develop. Grand funds, for example, could go to help public infrastructure and build roads or build 

schools or be geared towards developing the economy by establishing open markets.  

 The UN has largely focused on humanitarian aid, relegating funds to regions and countries 

suffering from food shortages, faced with the growing refugee crisis, where outbreaks of diseases 

have occurred, and in places with high child mortality (United Nations). The places where these 
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problems occur at the largest rates are in the developing world—mostly countries in Asia and 

Africa. Less Developed Countries, LDCs, have historically been the largest receivers of aid, but the 

aid money given to these countries has been falling in recent years (Shah). Decreasing amounts 

of aid to the neediest has the potential to further upset development.  

 While foreign aid is incredibly important for helping countries deal with issues of great 

humanitarian importance, aid has its flaws. Foreign products in the form of food and other goods 

can keep economies from diversifying, establishing a cycle of dependence. Furthermore, getting 

aid to countries incurs numerous problems including the difficulties of accessing landlocked 

countries, government corruption, and requirements to liberalize markets all cause strain on 

countries receiving aid.  

 Humanitarian aid in the form of food subsidies can hurt production of food in countries, 

preventing countries from strengthening their own economies. One such example of this is the 

‘hand-me downs’ sent to African countries by the West. At first, it seems like a win-win because 

“Western charities receive much-needed revenue, African buyers with weak purchasing power get 

low-priced, well-made clothing, and merchants find eager customers for their merchandise.” 

However, this ultimately keeps countries from further developing their own clothing sectors, 

meaning that this charity does little to help African countries in the long term (Kermeliotis & 

Curnow). Another example is found in Jamaica where most dairy farmers have been driven out of 

business due to a rise in imported milk powder (Rendleman). Food aid hinders local production, 

meaning that farmers and citizens alike lose out.  

 This is not to say that aid cannot be helpful and generally successful in accomplishing its 

goals; after the Second World War, the Marshall Plan used aid successfully to help Europe recover 

from the war. The Plan was successful because the countries given aid already had democratic 

institutions and bureaucracies that could implement reforms. Additionally, the aid was stipulated 

to only last five years – meaning that countries had to use the allotted time for development well. 

Modern aid to lower income countries, however, seems to have no expiration date; it has been 

continuous, leading countries to remain under developed. Simply put, they do not need to 

develop because any disaster will just lead to the receiving of more aid.  

 Moreover, aid recipients do not usually have the institutions and bureaucracies needed to 

successfully implement aid, creating numerous obstacles for aid recipients to development 

obstacles to overcome. Firstly, government corruption means that aid does not always go towards 

its stated purpose. This is especially the case in landlocked countries. Aid often has to pass 

through other countries, and lack of secure borders means that aid often does not even reach its 

target. Secondly, aid often has strings of liberalization attached, due to the idea of economic 
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liberalism creating successful countries. This notion often requires countries receiving aid to 

democratize. Democratization is no doubt a good thing for countries and citizens alike. 

Oftentimes, however, states are unable to meet these goals and, therefore, do not receive their 

allotted aid to overcome immediate problems like concerns of starvation or natural disaster.  

 Ultimately, foreign aid is an essential way to help countries deal with both the causes and 

effects of poverty. Potential solutions to the flaws of aid may be to focus on the causes of poverty 

while also decreasing the strings attached to aid. This is no easy feat as it is also important to 

maintain government accountability and ensure that aid meets its purpose. The issue of poverty 

has no quick fixes and as delegates you will have to work together to consider solutions to the 

problem of foreign aid. 
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